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the present volume puts forward two propositions first the altered face of armed
conflict in the early twenty first century remains political in the sense that
clausewitz suggested to his readers in the early nineteenth century amid the
nationalization of war and the eclipse of the old régimes of dynastic absolutist
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europe second this book reflects the author s conviction that the men and women
at arms of nato and the european union must know and understand one another
within the respective national experiences of war and peace especially as the
soldier and politics evolve in and among the twenty six nato allies such
knowledge forms the basis for sound policy and efficacious strategy in an age of
proliferating conflict

the magazine of mobile warfare

laos is a major arena of international confrontation despite the geneva accords of
1962 yet there is a dearth of published material on laos and the crucial issue of
north vietnam s role in that country has hardly been examined this important
study illuminates the north vietnamese pathet lao partnership an understanding of
which is so critical to the search for peace in indochina the authors reconstruct
dispassionately the politics of the lao revolution since its beginning after the
second world war focusing on north vietnam s past and present role in laos they
trace the origins evolution organization and leadership of the pathet lao
organization they demonstrate that the war in laos is really three wars vietnamese
traditional attempts to assert hegemony over regions of laos important to north
vietnam s security an extension of the struggle in south vietnam and a civil war
between lao communists and anti communists they show that hanoi s active role
springs from its interest in protecting its borders gaining access to south vietnam
and establishing a politically congenial regime in laos they conclude that the viet
minh were a key factor in the genesis of the pathet lao and that the vietnamese
have continued to provide guidance and vital assistance to the revolutionary
organization which now controls a significant portion of the country on the other
hand the authors point out that the pathet lao share common interests with the
north vietnamese communists and that from their own perspective they have not
compromised their legitimacy as a nationalist movement by their heavy
dependence on hanoi langer and zasloff experienced analysts of southeast asian
affairs conducted extensive field research in laos they interviewed a wide variety
of persons with intimate knowledge of the lao communist movement including
former pathet lao and north vietnamese military and civilian personnel they talked
with lao in and out of the government who had gone to school with their future
lao or vietnamese adversaries were linked to them by family ties had been in the
same political camp or had confronted them at the conference table they
interviewed specialists on laos and vietnam among them scholars journalists
officials of international agencies and foreign government officials they examined a
range of internal pathet lao and north vietnamese documents diaries letters party
directives and training guides as well as textbooks newspapers propaganda leaflets
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and general literature they studied pathet lao vietnamese thai cambodian chinese
and soviet radio broadcasts and consulted printed materials about laos from hanoi
peking and moscow

most western models suggest that in the face of open threats to the military s core
interests the army would have fought to keep the status quo yet the military
actually facilitated the introduction of a new democratic polity and in the process
dug its own grave trained under a russian inspired system that minimized the role
of the individual this group was suddenly exposed to the radically different innere
fuehrung concept that lies at the heart of the bundeswehr s ethos

an examination of significant military developments and social and economic
conditions during the last three years of the war

a concise look at how military justice during the vietnam war served the dual
purpose of punishing u s solders crimes and infractions while also serving the
important role of promoting core american values democracy and rule of law to
the vietnamese

this volume deconstructs the traditional stereotypes of military identity and makes
a strong case for a plurality of identities within a range of theoretical and

empirical contexts

an oral history of the third battalion third marines in vietnam
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